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Sensitive Santa 
     The Pervasive Parenting Center is in its 12th year of hosting Sensitive Santa 
throughout Eastern Oklahoma. These events are an opportunity for anyone with 
sensory issues or disabilities to meet Santa without standing in the long lines.  
     For some families with children on the autism spectrum, or with other sensory 
problems, the holiday season can be overwhelming. The long lines at stores to get 
a couple seconds with Santa, which may or may not work out, can be frustrating 
for a child with autism and the families.   Thanks to Sensitive Santa there is an 
alternative to those lines and hotbeds for meltdowns. The event is a great way for 
children with disabilities and sensory issues to enjoy the holiday season.  
     “Any parent of a child on the spectrum knows that waiting in those long lines is 

just an invitation to a meltdown. The sights, smells, and long delay can cause a sensory overload that 
will leave a bad impression of Christmas. Children with disabilities who attend can 
enjoy a quiet evening with Santa, and don’t have to wait in lines,” said Kodey 
Toney, Pervasive Parenting Center Director. “Over the past 12 years this has been 
such a success that we have expanded to six counties. Santa will visit LeFlore, 
Sequoyah, Haskell, Latimer, Cherokee, and Adair Counties this year.”  
     Toney went on to say that Sensitive Santa is soft spoken, unlike the boisterous, 
jolly soul that we see at the mall. The stereotypical reproduction of the real man 
from the north is usually too much for a neurotypical child to handle, much less 
someone who is upset by loud sounds. He won’t touch the children unless they 
come up to him. They don’t have to sit in his lap unless they want to.  
     “This has been such a blessing for us to sponsor,” said Toney. “Each year we 
have a child who is non-verbal, or hesitant to socialize, but when they see Santa their eyes light up and 
they became attached to him very quickly. It’s great to see these children interact with Santa when most 
times they would be too overstimulated to participate.”  
     The children have holiday activities while they wait. This gives them something to do instead of 
standing around in a long line.  Because they are by appointment only, they can take their time with 
Santa and not be rushed.  They also receive a goody bag. Everything is free thanks to some amazing 
community sponsors.  
     Sensitive Santa is open to ALL children with disabilities, not just those on the spectrum. We 
understand that not all children will feel comfortable around huge crowds, and it’s inconvenient to wait 

in line with any type of disability. The only thing we ask is that this is for just the 
children with disabilities; no siblings. Too many children can mean too many 
distractions. KI BOIS Community Action is thrilled to offer our facilities to this 
great project. 
     For more information the Pervasive Parenting Center, contact Kodey at 
 (918) 658-5076, or email him at ktoney@pervasiveparentingcenter.org.  You can 
follow them on Facebook, as well.    
     Kodey has been a Board member at KI BOIS Community Action for several 
years and is a wonderful asset to the Board.  He and his organization are 
involved with the local service coalitions throughout our service area. 
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        In addition to normal Holiday activities, December is always a 
busy month at KI BOIS Community Action.  Our annual audit is be-
ing completed this month.   

     COVID-19 has greatly impacted the low-income community.  We 
have been fortunate to receive extra funding to help them with 
COVID related expenses.  We continue to operate our offices under CDC Guidelines to 
protect our staff and clients. 

     At this time we have no plans for major cutbacks or layoffs at KI BOIS Community 
Action.  We do feel that is it only prudent for us to be planning and preparing for in-
creased client needs with the current economy.  We are experiencing increases in food, 
rent, and utilities costs for our needy families.  The uncertainty of the upcoming chang-
es in the Health Care situation is also having an effect on all of our clients 

     I encourage you to keep up the wonderful work that each of you do each day to im-
prove the lives of the families that we serve.  We are making a big difference – One 
Family at a time.  We are also making a big difference in the lives of our Homeless Veter-
ans. 

     On behalf of the KI BOIS Community Action Board of Directors and Senior Staff I want 
to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

       Carroll Huggins, CCAP 
     Executive Director / CEO   

December 23, 2022 Christmas Eve Holiday 

December 26, 2022 Christmas Holiday 

December 30, 2022 New Year’s Eve Holiday 

January 2, 2023  New Year’s Holiday 
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Bell ringing has commenced at Walmart in Stigler & McAlester and 
Roy’s Cardinal Foods & Choctaw Travel Plaza in Wilburton.  The 
annual Red Kettle Campaign is a longtime fundraiser for KI BOIS.  
Funds collected during the holiday season are used to lift up the 
needy in our area. 

For more information, or to volunteer, please contact….. 

Haskell County:  918-967-3325 | Christi Jones, Coordinator  

Latimer County:  918-465-3381 | Claudia Jeffrey, Coordinator  

Pittsburg County: 918-423-3525 | Megan Reams, Coordinator  
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Santa’s Elves… Sandie Rutherford, Katie 
Simpson, Kathy Healy and Brandie 
Goodman... are caught trimming the 
tree at the Board & Administration 
office. 

Blake Smith & Royce Alverson repre-
sented KI BOIS Community Action at 
the annual Christmas Parade in Stigler 
on December 3rd. 
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“My idea of Christmas, whether 
old-fashioned or modern, is very 
simple: loving others.” ―Bob Hope  
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Quiz is taken from AARP The Magazine….. 



All employment opportunities are posted on our website, 
www.kibois.org.  These positions are open to KI BOIS Community 
Action Foundation Staff as well as to the public.  (ALL POSI-
TIONS SUBJECT TO CONTINUED PROJECT FUNDING.)  
Deadline for all openings: Until Filled.   Current employees – 
please submit a letter of interest to Human Resources. 

 Applications may be picked up at any KI BOIS Community Action Foundation, Inc. office or 
printed from the website, www.kibois.org.  Applications should be returned to:    

                                  KI BOIS Community Action Foundation, Inc.                                                     
               P. O. Box 727, Stigler, OK  74462                                                                                   
                           Attention: Human Resources   
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