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Aker, Means, Johnson & Weaver 
Take Top Awards At 

Foster Grandparent Recognition 
On March 17, 2023, Foster Grandparent volunteers and guests gathered at the Armory in Tahlequah to 
be celebrated and honored.  The 2023 Banquet theme was the 1940’s.  Several volunteers and KI BOIS 
staff members dressed the part, including Foster Grandparent Program Director Shaunda Noah and her 
Assistant Coordinator Yukari Garcia and KI BOIS employees Sandie Rutherford, Denice Daniels and Kathy 
Healy.   

After a warm welcome by Carroll Huggins and Larry Hall, volunteers and guests enjoyed singing by the 
Cherokee Singers, a great meal from Country Cottage and seeing their peers honored with service 
awards and other top awards.   

Jo Akers - Volunteer of the Year 

Lori Means - Partner of the Year 

Sandy Johnson (left) and Debbie Weaver - Teacher of the Year 

Jo Aker - Volunteer of the Year has vol-

unteered at Salina Elementary for 9 years, in addition to 
other years for another agency.  According to FGP Direc-
tor Shaunda Noah, “Mama Jo has battled through health 
issues and maintained her volunteer work even through 
illness.  She has stayed strong with the Foster Grandpar-
ent Program in order to help her students and communi-
ty.”   

Lori Means - Partner of the Year is the 

Superintendent at Marietta Public School and serves on 
the Foster Grandparent Program Advisory Board.  She has 
been a champion of the Foster Grandparent Program 
since the day KI BOIS started administering it.  Shaunda  
says, “Lori Means currently has 13 volunteers on campus 
and is always eager to accept more.  She believes in the  
benefits that our volunteers give to the students and I 
appreciate her more than she even knows.” 

Sandy Johnson & 

Debbie Weaver - 
Teacher of the Year 

These two amazing ladies have 
mentored volunteers for many, 
many years and have gone above 
and beyond for their volunteers.    

         ** Continued on Page 3 ** 
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     Most of our monitoring is complete for this year.  Each report 
has been excellent.  This is due to the hard work of our staff.  Keep 
up the good work. 

Our annual agency audit has been completed by the Landmark CPA 
firm.  It is another good audit.  Congratulations to our financial 
staff who work hard on a daily basis to keep us in compliance at all times. 

Our funding at the federal level continues to be good and should so in FY2023-24.  We 
will be getting new funding for Veterans, Transit, CSBG, Homeless Programs, and 
Weatherization.  The state budget for next year is still being considered but increases 
are expected. 

Remember that we are the voice of the elderly, handicapped, poor, and needy in our 
service area.  Keep up the fine work that you are doing each day. 

As you enjoy this beautiful spring season with your family and friends please remember 
the brave men and women who wear the uniform of our country who are protecting 
our country.  Please pray for their safety and pray for the leaders of our nation. 

         Carroll Huggins, CCAP 
     Executive Director / CEO   

April 9  Easter Sunday 

April 24  KI BOIS Executive Board Meeting 

May is Community Action Awareness Month! 
May 14  Mother’s Day 

May 25  Company Picnic / KI BOIS Board Meeting 

May 29  Memorial Day Holiday 

KI BOIS Community Care Director Susan Roberts and 
Case Manager Jamie Stinson celebrated their 
birthdays at the Community Care February staff 
meeting.  
Happy Birthday ladies. Have a great year and thank 
you for all you do for the people you serve.  

KI BOIS Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
Director Sandie Rutherford was the guest speaker 
during Lunch & Learn at the Stigler Board & 
Administration office on March 22nd. She spoke on 
this wonderful volunteer program that KI BOIS 
administers and gave the history of the program.  

For more information about RSVP, contact Sandie at 
918-967-3325, or visit our website, www.kibois.org.  

http://www.kibois.org/?fbclid=IwAR0_4UenAdtNnknBJy5r4aIl-j1ziHJnLZfRYCQVb60QYXESd62fVJh0HJo
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This is a great resource for low-income 
families and the elderly.  With the contin-
ued reliance on high speed internet, this 
program will help to alleviate the costs 
associated with WIFI access. 

Share this with family, friends and co-
workers.  The majority of the population 
in the KI BOIS service area qualify for this. 

 

 

Teacher of the Year Continued…. 
 

Sandy Johnson is a teacher at Salina 

Elementary and will be retiring at the end of the 
school year.  She has been the teacher for three 
volunteers, including Evelyn Brown, Betty Sitsler and 
Jo Aker.  Shaunda says, “Sandy has worked with 
multiple volunteers over the years and has gone 
beyond the call of duty even after they retire.  She’s 
been a blessing to the program and volunteers and 
will be missed.” 
 
 

Debbie Weaver is kindergarten teacher 

at Whitefield Public School.  Her volunteer, Radah 
Bray, has been by her side for twenty years.  Together 
they have mentored countless students.  Shaunda 
brags, “Debbie Weaver has attended awards 
banquets and supported Radah for many years.  I 
regret that she couldn't make it this year when she, 
herself, received recognition.  Debbie knows the 
importance of the Foster Grandparent Program and 
has been a champion of it since KI BOIS began 
administration in 2011.” 
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In honor of KI BOIS’ 55th Birthday, a company picnic is sched-
uled at Roye Park in Stigler on May 25th from 11am to 1pm.  
This will be a time to gather with co-workers and reflect on the 
many years that KI BOIS has been helping people and changing 
lives here in Eastern Oklahoma. 

Attendees will enjoy a great picnic lunch and be entertained by 
some of our talented staff.  In addition, there will be door prize 
drawings throughout the event.  The Grand prize winner will 
take home a Blackstone grill, donated by KI BOIS Executive 
Director/CEO Carroll Huggins and his wife, Lana.   

It is not mandatory to attend. Employees having an active pay 
status on the May 12th payroll will be entered into the draw-
ings.  Leadership understands that depending on an employees 
job duties or responsibilities, he or she may be unable to 
attend.  Therefore to make it fair, employees DO NOT have to 
be present to win a door prize.    

Do you have a talent?  The stage is waiting for you! 

Please let Royce Alverson know if you are interested in per-
forming at the company picnic.   

Contact Royce at 918-967-3325, ext. 134, or email to 
Royce.Alverson@kibois.org.   

mailto:Royce.Alverson@kibois.org
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Over 70 service providers attended the Sequoyah County Resource 
Spring Roundtable at People, Inc. in Sallisaw on March 29th.  This 
project allows for networking between outreach staff and strengthens 
everyone’s ability to help the clients they serve.  It is led by Sequoyah 
County Coordinator Melissa Lowe. 

VFW, KI BOIS SSVF, and other volunteers partnered 
with the Food Bank of Eastern OK in McAlester on 
March 17th to bring in the quarterly veteran mobile 
food pantry and provide food to around 100 veteran 

What a fun day!  All of these won-
derful volunteers should be honored 
every day. 

Foster Grandparents assist in local 
organizations -- including faith-based 
groups, Head Start Centers, schools, 
and other youth facilities. They help 
children learn to read, provide one-
on-one tutoring, and guide children 
at a critical time in their lives.  

For more information, visit our web-
site…. www.kibois.org. 
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All employment opportunities are posted on our website, 
www.kibois.org.  These positions are open to KI BOIS Community 
Action Foundation Staff as well as to the public.  (ALL POSI-
TIONS SUBJECT TO CONTINUED PROJECT FUNDING.)  
Deadline for all openings: Until Filled.   Current employees – 
please submit a letter of interest to Human Resources. 

 Applications may be picked up at any KI BOIS Community Action Foundation, Inc. office or 
printed from the website, www.kibois.org.  Applications should be returned to:    

                                  KI BOIS Community Action Foundation, Inc.                                                     
               P. O. Box 727, Stigler, OK  74462                                                                                   
                           Attention: Human Resources   
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http://www.kibois.org

