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Churches were the main 
source of hope to those less 

fortunate.

The Industrial Revolution 
brought about the 

development of the 
settlement house.

The Great Depression brought 
about the creation of a Social 

Security program and 
Unemployment insurance 

system.

Brown v. Board of Education 
led to an expansion of 
federal policy-making.

Beginning Mid-1800s
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2 - The settlement house is the earliest example of a physical facility that served as a center of activity for community problem solving.  These were established in response to the rise of European immigrants.

3 - The great depression overwhelmed communities with social problems.  Churches and other social programs were unable to keep up with the needs.  The federal government stepped in and created a Social Security program to provide additional retirement income.  They also created an Unemployment Insurance system to assist temporary unemployment.  As a result, new banking and labor laws were created to strengthen the economy.  A program to provide public assistance to families of men killed in industrial accidents was also created.  Social workers were hired to assist recipients with eligibility, money advisement, and services to get them off welfare.

4 - 1954 - Brown v. Board of Education – Supreme Court declares that separate schools for blacks and whites in Topeka, Kansas, did not provide an equal education.  This decision opened the possibilities of publicly financed activities such as transportation and public accommodations.  The civil rights movement expanded rapidly.
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Inauguration of John F. 
Kennedy.

Mobilization for Youth was 
model of Community Action

New Haven Project was a 
model of Community Action

JFK’s last cabinet meeting 
and assassination.

January 20, 
1961

Mobilization 
for Youth
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1 – President Kennedy’s “New Frontier” included support for programs to prevent juvenile delinquency. 

2 - The organization, Mobilization for Youth, which was part of the Ford foundation, organized and coordinated neighborhood councils composed of local officials, service providers and neighbors to develop plans to correct conditions that led to juvenile delinquency. It also enlisted the aid of school board and city council members to implement those plans. This was called Community Action. 

3 - Another Ford Foundation project in New Haven, Connecticut that was implemented to help low-income people.  Often cited as the another “model” for Community Action Agencies. 

4 – JFK is assassinated on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, TX.  JFK’s notes survive with the word poverty written several times and once circled.  JFK also instructs that an anti-poverty piece be in his 1964 legislative package.  Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson is sworn in as President aboard Air Force One at Dallas Love Field.
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President Lyndon B Johnson 
declared a “War on 

Poverty” in his State of the 
Union address 

The Economic Opportunity 
Act was passed creating the 
federal Office of Economic 

Opportunity

January 8, 
1964

August 20,
1964

Green and Quie 
Amendments

President Nixon attempts to 
dismantle OEO/CAA 

network.

1967

4

1973
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1 – January 8, 1964, the War on Poverty was born.  In February, Sargent Shriver was asked to head a task force to draft legislation.

2 – August 20, 1964, The Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 (EOA) was passed.  The Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) was created and placed in the Executive Office of the President.  Sargent Shriver was named Director.  He served as director until 1969.

3 – Due to concerns of lack of control of CAA boards, in late 1967, Congress passed the Green and Quie Amendments.  The Green Amendment required that a CAA must be designated as the official CAA for that area by local elected officials to operate in that community.  Once the CAA was designated, the OEO would then be able to recognize and fund the CAA.  The Quie Amendment required that CAA boards of directors be a tripartite board, composed of one-third elected officials, one-third low-income representatives, and one-third from the private sector.

4 – In 1973, at the start of President Nixon’s second term, Nixon did not request any funds from Congress for OEO’s Community Action Program.  Congress funded anyway.  Nixon then appointed Howard Phillips as Director of OEO with the instructed orders to dismantle and close the agency and to not spend any provided funds from Congress.  Charles Braithwaite, a CAA director in rural Missouri, helps lead a successful lawsuit against the Nixon administration.  The Federal District Court rules that the president could not refuse to spend funds that had been appropriated by Congress.



EOA of 1964
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1. EOA initiatives - Head Start, Job Corps, Work-Study program for university students, VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) – a domestic version of the Peace Corps, Neighborhood Youth Corps, Basic education and adult job training, CAPS (Community Action Programs) – CAPS turned out to be the most controversial part of the package, as it proposed the “maximum feasible participation” by poor people themselves to determine what would help them the most. CAPS were a radical departure from how government had run most social reform programs in the past.




January 20, 
1981

January 20, 
1977
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Community Services 
Administration (CSA) is 

created

Gerald Ford becomes 38th 
President after President 

Nixon’s resignation.

Jimmy Carter becomes 39th 
President.

Ronald Reagan becomes 
40th President.

January 4, 
1974

August 9, 
1974
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1 – OEO is replaced by Community Services Administration.  The employees remained and continued to administer the programs.  Community Action now has a new home in the federal government.

2 – Due to the Watergate scandal, President Nixon resigns, and Vice President Gerald Ford becomes the President.  President Ford is considered a “friend” to Community Action.

3 – Jimmy Carter is elected President.  During this time, the federal government became very neglectful of Community Action.  CSA continues to fund Community Actions agencies while they initiate self-help projects such as housing rehabilitation.  This time marks the beginning of the Weatherization program.  Programs such as Weatherization are created to help with the energy crisis.

4 – Ronald Reagan becomes president.  President Reagan’s administration begins a strong movement to substantially reduce the federal government’s support for domestic social programs.



1981September 30, 
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Omnibus Budget and 
Reconciliation Act of 1981 

passes.

The Economic Opportunity Act 
was consolidated and was 

replaced by the Community 
Services Block Grant

The CSA was removed, and 
the Economic Opportunity 

Act was rescinded.

NCAF is founded and David 
Bradley becomes CEO.

1981 CSBG Begins
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1 - Omnibus Budget and Reconciliation Act of 1981 is a major step toward restricting the growth in the size of the Federal budget.

2 –  Congress creates eight new block grants consolidating more than 200 federal programs.  They also reduced core funding and turned over administrative authority to the states.

3 – Although CSA and the Economic Opportunity Act were removed, CSBG ensured the continued funding of CAA programs that were being financed by funding through CSA.

4 – The National Community Action Foundation is founded with the help of David Bradley.  Bradley served in President Carter’s Administration as Congressional Liaison at the Small Business Administration.  Bradley is also the principal author of the CSBG and is considered the most effective lobbyist for community action in Washington.  Sargent Shriver has said of David Bradley that, “no one has done more to keep the War on Poverty alive and fresh in the minds of individuals.”



October 27, 19981994
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George H.W. Bush becomes 
41st President.

Bill Clinton becomes 42nd 
President.

MATF is created by the OCS. Community Services Block 
Grant 1998

January 20, 1989 January 20, 1993
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1 – George Bush becomes President.  President Bush recommends a zero budget, but Congress restores the budget.  This is also the timeframe with the Community Action Code of Ethics is written.

2 –  Bill Clinton becomes President.  President Clinton was only a fan of Head Start.  Certified Community Action Professional (CCAP) is launched this year.

3 – Monitoring and Assessment Task Force was created by the Office of Community Services to explore the results that had been identified by various Community Action agencies across the country.  The purpose of the task force was to find ways to talk about the work of CAAs and 6 national goals were produced.  Results Oriented Management and Accountablity (ROMA) was also launched during this time. 

4 – CSBG 1998 is the 5th reauthorization and hasn’t been done since.



January 20, 
20092007-2009
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George W. Bush becomes 
43rd President.

September 11, 2001, 
America is attacked.  War in 

the Middle East begins.

The Great Recession occurs, 
and ARRA is passed in 2009.

Barack Obama is elected 
44th President.

January 20, 2001 9/11
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1 – George W. Bush becomes President.  IM 49 is released and clarifies the role of ROMA.

2 –  9/11 occurs and basically stalls everything while the country recovers from the attack.

3 –  Great Recession occurs and is considered the most economic recession in the US since the Great Depression of the 1930s.  In response, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was passed in 2009.  ARRA put in billions of dollars to CSBG and Weatherization.

4 – Barack Obama becomes President.  In President Obama’s State of Union pushes for a 50% budget reduction and specifically mentions Community Action.  Throughout his Presidency, Obama attempts to reduce CSBG funds.



Present DayJanuary 20, 2021

History of 
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Donald Trump becomes 45th 
President

COVID-19, CARES Act

Joe Biden becomes 46th 
President

Community Action is still 
fighting the War on Poverty.

January 20, 2017 2020
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2 –  COVID-19 becomes a global pandemic which causes an overwhelming number of needs in communities across the country.  The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Act (CARES Act) is passed giving billions of relief money to citizens and agencies across the nation.  This allows Community Action to serve many within our communities.  Many of those had never been served before this event because of temporary changes to income limitations.

3 –  Joe Biden becomes current President.  Biden’s administration manages to pass several acts to provide recovery from the aftermath of COVID-19 including the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, American Rescue Plan Act, and Consolidated Appropriations Act.
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